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DIGEST:

Question of whether agency determination
to provide services in-house rather than
by contract, for such services is matter of
Executive Policy for consideration under
OMB Circular A-76, and is not within
GAO's decision function.

What-Mac Contractors Iiic. (What-Mac) protests
the decision of the Department of the Air Force to
perform mess attendant services in-house rather than
by contract with protester.

Executive Branch policy with respect to the
subject of contracting for services or performing
such services with Government employees is provided
in Office of Management and Budget Circular A-76.
Although the fiircular expresses a general preference
for contracting with commercial enterprises, we
regard the provisions of the Uirdular as matters of
Executive policy which are not within the decision
fuinctinns of the General Accouinting Office. See
Kasper Brothers, B-1CS276, February 'J, 1977, 77-1
CPD 99, and cases cited therein.

Therefore, the question of whetfher the Air Force
properly decided to perform the services in-house
is not for consideration under the bid protest func-
tions of our Office and the procest is, therefore,
dismissed.

'*rt Paul G. embling
General Counsel
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